VALENTINA CANO

Domestic Miracles

Restarting a heart is not

a simple undertaking.

It’s not folding napkins

or placing knives on the right side of plates.
It’s not done by choosing wineglasses
without finger-spots like moles

or the echo of pressure drawn in cracks.
Restarting a heart is restarting a sun

with dishwater eyes.

Super-Heroine Meets Reality

She is a woman of disasters.

She calls to them like flowers,

each with a necklace of unpronounceable names.
She pins each one to her chest,

thorns and spikes drawing lifelines on her skin.
Symbols that stretch across an entire night.

Route to a Disorder

The sky was a knife’s blade over her.
The air pressed against her face

like a cloth,

dampening each breath,

making rivulets of her makeup.

She walked to a house

where buttons and light switches
stared back in silence,

where nothing but voices boiled.

She walked to the house,
wiping makeup off like blood.



Architectural Imprints

The stones still hold his breath
between their mortar veins.

They still remember his scalpel eyes
scraping them,

leaving that spot,

the one where he made the choice,
raw with his fall.
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